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UM report: home heating efficiency saves big
A new University of Maryland study show that if residents
improve their home heating efficiency, the state would benefit
economically and environmentally in a big way.

The report was commissioned by the Maryland Department of
the Environment and conducted by the university's Center for
Integrative Environmental Research and others. It projects
that state assistance in buying energy-efficient natural gas
furnaces and water heaters and in upgrading insulation would
produce:

-80,000 new jobs over 10 years;

-$11 billion in economic activity over 10 years;

-a 9 percent reduction in carbon emissions over 10 years;

-savings for homeowners of up to $400 in the first year.

“You might call this ‘cash-for-clunkers’ home-style,”
said Matthias Ruth, the principal investigator and CIER director,
in a statement.

“Trading in your clunker of a furnace or heater can make good
economic and environmental sense for everyone concerned.
We’re missing some big opportunities to lower home heating

bills, improve the Maryland economy and reduce carbon emissions.”

State environmental officials asked for the report to help them decide how to spend expected revenue from its
participation in the regional cap-and-trade program (pollution emitters buy permits). 

In the report, researchers concluded:

-An average single-family household could save $400-$500 in natural gas bills the first year by investing
approximately $3,000 in a package of cost-effective energy efficiency measures: wall insulation, duct sealing,
furnaces, water heaters, and pipe wrap;

-Spending extra to purchase more energy-efficient natural gas furnaces and water heaters pays for itself in
fuel savings; the cost of home improvements are more than offset by energy savings;

-State incentives to encourage homeowners to purchase the most energy-efficient furnaces and water heaters
and to make recommended home efficiency improvements would have positive economic effects, including
the creation of more than 80,000 jobs, especially in the construction field, and nearly $11 billion in economic
activity;

-Reducing natural gas consumption would help Maryland meet its 2020 greenhouse gas emissions reduction
targets, cutting residential emissions by more than 10 million tons over the next decade, or about 9 percent;
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targets, cutting residential emissions by more than 10 million tons over the next decade, or about 9 percent;

-Home insulation should be avoided or accompanied by energy-efficient ventilation measures in parts of the
state (mostly in Western Maryland) with high radon concentrations, where tightly sealing a house may
increase effective exposure to the gas;

-Findings apply to smaller, older Maryland homes; fewer benefits are realized in newer, larger homes.

“Given the overall positive impacts of enticing efficiency of natural gas use by households, there is an
important role to be played by the State,” said Andy Blohm, a Maryland researcher for CIER, in a statement.
“We have already seen notable leadership by Maryland in promoting energy efficiency and greenhouse gas
reductions.  Our study clearly shows both the economic and environmental wisdom of that leadership.”
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It's been a long time since I installed fiberglass batts, but isn't the guy in the picture doing it wrong? Shouldn't
the insulation be turned around so that the vapor barrier is on the cold, exterior side of the wall?
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I've always had a problem with Cash4Clunkers. To me it seems to go against simple supply and demand
economics. How can we push all of these new cars into a market already saturated with used and
repossessed vehicles (i.e. www.Repofinder.com)? Now new cars are worth even less, we have more
Americans in debt, and eventually more repossessions.
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